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CLASS I.

PRIMITIVE FORMATIONS.

A HE rocks which constitute the primitive formations
are very numerous. They have been divided therefore
into seven sets ; which constitute as many primitive for-
mations, and are distinguished each by the name of that
particular rock which constitutes the greatest propor-
tion of the formation. These seven sets of primitive
formations are the following :

I. Granite               C 5. Newest primitive porphyry    principal

.2. Gneiss                16. Sienite     '                                formations..

3.   Mica-slate             7. Newer serpentine.

4.   Clay-slate                           .            '

The granite is the undermost, and the sienite the up.
permost of the primitive formations.   Granite is scarce-  gubordi
]y mixed with any other rock;  but in gneiss, mica-  nate.
slate, and clay-slate, there occur beds * of old porphyryr,

* When a mountain is composed of layers of the same kind of stone,
it is said to be strat'jitd; but when the layers are of different kinds of
gtone, it is said to be composed of beds.